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Welcome Words
 
On behalf of the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary
Assembly (EuroLat), welcome to the latest edition of our
newsletter, which will give you a concise overview of the
main topics on the agenda for the meetings of the EuroLat
Assembly in Florence (22-24 May 2017). We are looking
forward to welcoming the 150 EuroLat members to this
historic Italian city, where we will hold the inaugural session
at the emblematic “Palazzo Vecchio”, and the meetings of
our four committee at the “Palazzo Medici Riccardi”.
 
During the three-day meeting, the four EuroLat committees
will vote on two reports. They will adopt a report on the
‘Repercussions of the Transatlantic Trade and Investment

Partnership (TTIP) and the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) on EU and LAC trade policies’. The second report deals with
‘Food price volatility and food reserves’.
In addition, the committees will discuss a wide range of topics, among them corporate social responsibility, the restructuring of
sovereign debt, EU-LAC cooperation in the field of aviation and air safety, territorial cohesion policies and trans-border
cooperation as well as research cooperation. EuroLat members will also be confronted with the highly sensitive issue of ‘The
forced disappearance of minors in Europe and Latin America’.
EuroLat members will also seek new ways to ensure better participation of Civil Society in the monitoring of trade and
association agreements. The new Working Group of the Assembly on Organised Violence, Security and Terrorism will also be
launched in Florence.
We wish all participants the most fruitful and inspiring debates to the benefit of the common Euro-Latin American cause.
 

  (EU Co-President)Ramón Jáuregui Atondo
 (LA Co-President)Roberto Requião

Meetings of the Standing Paliamentary Committees

22 to 24 May 2017, Florence (Italy)

Restructuring sovereign debt / Aviation
and air safety.

The Political Affairs Committee will
discuss a report on restructuring
sovereign debt. Historically, debt crises
often had devastating effects on the
population of the concerned countries,
considerably lowering the living
standards of its citizens.  Successful
debt restructuring can mitigate the social
hardships brought about by debt
r e p a y m e n t .  
Committee members will also discuss
EU-LAC cooperation in the field of

 

aviation and air safety. The aviation
sector in Latin America and the
Caribbean has enormous potential for
economic growth and  other latent

qualities as a strategic area for
cooperation with the EU. In particular,
aviation safety and security is an
indispensable area of cooperation.

 

New Working Group

The new Working Group on Organised
Violence, Security and Terrorism will
begin its work by electing its Co-chairs.
A debate on ‘Combating organised crime
in the EU and Latin America’ will mark
the first activity for this Working Group.
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Territorial Cohesion / Common Research Area
 
Cohesion policy is one of the flagships of the European Union
and a source of inspiration for policy makers in the Latin
American countries. The members of the Sustainable
Development Committee will examine the benefits of
enhanced territorial cohesion and trans-border coordination
policies in the EU and Latin America.
Furthermore, Committee members will discuss the progress
made with the implementation of an EU-CELAC Common
Research Area, one of the most promising fields of bilateral
cooperation. Work is centred on three priorities: Mobility of
researchers, international outreach of research infrastructures,
and increased thematic cooperation to address global
challenges.

Corporate Social Responsibility /
Forced disappearance of minors

Social Affairs Committee members will
discuss the question of Corporate Social
Responsibility, which is key to achieving
sustainable development grounded in
environmental stability, economic growth
and social equity. EuroLat Members will
look at the very contentious issue of ‘The
forced disappearance of minors in Europe
and Latin America’. The disappearance of
pregnant women and children has been a
major issue for decades all over Latin

America with ten thousands of victims.
The report looks at preventive measures
against these crimes.

TTIP and TPP / Food reserves

After a long debate, members will finally
vote on the report on “Repercussions of
the negotiations on the proposed
Transatlantic Trade and Investment
Partnership (TTIP), and the proposed
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) on EU
and LAC trade policies’. Though both
agreements have been put on hold by the

Trump Administration, they may be
revived in the future. Even without
reaching a settlement, the concepts of
both agreements are influencing trade
negotiations between the EU and Latin
A m e r i c a .
In a second vote, members will adopt a
report on “Food price volatility and food
reserves”, EuroLat members are calling
for food reserves to be established both in
the EU and in developing countries to
ensure that people have access at all
times to sufficient, safe and nutritious
food to maintain a healthy and active life.

 

Participation of civil society in trade
agreements / Migration and human
rights

At the meeting with Civil Society in
Florence, EuroLat members will discuss
how to enhance the participation of Civil
Society in the monitoring and
implementing of trade and association
agreements. They will also have a look at
the current state of migration in Europe
and in Latin America, and at ways to
ensure the human rights of migrants are
defended.
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